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Easy French

Difference between CEFR, ESOL & (I)GCSE

What level is GCSE French?

The CEFR and exam placements

CEFR level Cambridge ESOL French in UK
Al Starters Etc.

A2 KET GCSE Lower

B1 PET GCSE Higher
B2 FCE ‘A' Level

Overview levels A1 to B2

Can recognise and use familiar words and simple phrases for concrete purposes. Can introduce himself or someone
Beginner -\l else. Can ask and answer basic questions about home, family, surroundings, etc. Can communicate in a basic way
when the other person speaks slowly and clearly, and is ready to repeat or reformulate to help communication.

Can understand isolated phrases and common expressions that relate to areas of high personal relevance (like
personal or family information, shopping, immediate environment, work). Can communicate during easy or habitual
tasks requiring a basic and direct information exchange on familiar subjects. Using simple words, can describe his or
her surroundings and communicate immediate needs.

Elementary [.Vi

Can understand the main points of clear standard speech on familiar subjects in work, school, leisure activities, etc.
Can manage in most situations that come up when travelling in a region where the language is spoken. Can produce
a simple and cohesive text on familiar subjects or subjects of personal interest. Can narrate an event, an experience
or a dream; describe a desire or goal, and outline reasons or explanations behind a project or idea.

Intermediate -]

Can understand the main ideas of concrete or abstract topics in a complex text, including a technical article in the
Upper user’s area of expertise. Can communicate with a degree of spontaneity and fluency during a conversation with a
. B2 . . . . .
Intermediate native speaker, in a way that is comfortable for everyone. Can speak in a clear, detailed way on a number of
subjects; express an opinion on current affairs, giving the advantages and disadvantages of the various options.




The A1 Exam - What is the A1 assessment?

A1 tests the most basic level at which a language is used, called the "discovery" stage. At this
stage, students should be able to interact in simple ways. They are expected to be able to speak

about themselves and their immediate environment.

- exchanging information
- role-play

A1 Test Sections Duration Mark out
of

Listening Approximately | 25
Three or four very short recordings on everyday life (played twice), 20 minutes
followed by questionnaires to test how much was understood.
Maximum duration of recordings: 3 mins
Reading 30 minutes 25
Comprehension questionnaires dealing with four or five written
documents on everyday life.
Writing < 30 minutes | 25
Two-part test:

- filling in a record, a form

- writing simple phrases (postcards, messages, stories etc) on
everyday topics
Speaking 10 mins prep | 25
Three-part test: then5-7

- guided conversation (in a group) mins

Exam duration : 1 hour 15 minutes

* Total mark out of 100
* Overall pass mark: 50/100
* Pass mark per test: 5/25




