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The A1 Exam - What is the A1 assessment? 

 
A1 tests the most basic level at which a language is used, called the "discovery" stage.  At this 
stage, students should be able to interact in simple ways.  They are expected to be able to speak 
about themselves and their immediate environment. 

 

A1 Test Sections Duration Mark out 
of 

Listening 
Three or four very short recordings on everyday life (played twice), 
followed by questionnaires to test how much was understood. 
Maximum duration of recordings: 3 mins 

Approximately 
20 minutes 

25 

Reading 
Comprehension questionnaires dealing with four or five written 
documents on everyday life. 

30 minutes 25 

Writing 
Two-part test: 
    - filling in a record, a form  
    - writing simple phrases (postcards, messages, stories etc) on 
everyday topics 

< 30 minutes 25 

Speaking 
Three-part test:  
     - guided conversation (in a group) 
     - exchanging information  
     - role-play 

10 mins prep 
then 5 - 7 
mins 

25 

Exam duration : 1 hour 15 minutes 

* Total mark out of 100 
* Overall pass mark: 50/100 
* Pass mark per test: 5/25 

 


